Ruptured duodenal varices: an autopsy case report.
Bleeding from duodenal varices is a rare and life-threatening complication of cirrhosis. The diagnosis and management of this disease remains problematic. We herein report an autopsy case of a patient who suffered from recurrent bleeding from duodenal varices. A 48 year-old man with cirrhosis presented with upper gastrointestinal bleeding. He had three episodes of massive melena during the 6 months prior to admission. However, the source of bleeding was not known. Emergent endoscopy revealed jet bleeding from varices in the second to third portion of the duodenum. Endoscopic ethanol injection sclerotherapy was attempted but rebleeding occurred and the patient died.